SPLENDOR:
TRANS POETS

1. At the time of Splendor’s publication in September 2026, transgender and
nonbinary people in the United States and around the world are experiencing
attacks and the denial of their existence. In this context, how does the collection
invite readers to think about and beyond the borders that seek to divide us?
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2.In the introduction, Rickey Laurentiis observes that the poets in Splendor focus
more on what life is like for trans people during and post-transition than on the
process of transition itself. What ways of being and becoming do these poems
make visible?

3. The poems in this collection were originally written in Spanish, Danish, Korean,
Norwegian, and French. What do their perspectives offer to the emerging canon of
writing about trans and nonbinary experience composed in English?

4. How do the poets in Splendor explore the metaphors of water, the ocean, and
other forms of liquid? What are other significant images, symbols, or metaphors in
the collection?
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5. What new temporalities are introduced by these poems?

6. For Camila Sosa Villada, “we know that this is the only way, / to write and
do justice” (tr. Kit Maude, pg. 47), while for Pascale Bérubé, “what i write never
manages to be like that which slips gently into the strange idea of my body” (tr.

Andrew Wilson and Jana Vourgourakis, pg. 125). What different relationships
to writing are enacted in these poems? What is the significance of writing and
language to each poet’s exploration of trans and nonbinary experience?

7. The poets in Splendor write in verse, prose, or both. How do verse and prose
poetry interact in the work of individual poets and in the collection as a whole?

8. Laurentiis suggests that trans people and translators share a practice of “careful
work” involving “many acts of decision-making” (pg. 17). What new perspectives
on translation are opened up by reading trans poets, and vice versa?
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